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EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS 
 
Degrees     
Ph.D.   2018  Texas Woman’s University  Reading Education 
      Denton, Texas 

Dissertation: Literacy specialists: Understanding adaptive teaching in elementary 
intervention settings. 
Committee Chair: Patricia Watson, Ph.D. 

 
M.Ed.   2013  Texas Christian University  Elementary Education  
      Fort Worth, Texas 
 
B.S.   2002  Texas Woman’s University  Early Childhood Education 
      Denton, Texas 
 
Licenses 
Illinois: Professional Educator Licensure (Elementary Education); Expires 06/2022 

Endorsements: Reading Specialist (K-12), English as a Second Language (EC-12); 
Learning Behavior Specialist 1 (PreK-Adult), Early Childhood Education (Birth-Grade 
3), Gifted Education Teacher (K-12) 

  

Texas: Teacher Certificate: Elementary Self Contained (EC-6); Expires 6/2020 
 Endorsements: Reading Specialist (K-12), English as a Second Language (EC-12); 

Special Education (EC-12) and Gifted and Talented (EC-12) 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
2017-Present Literacy Specialist/Interventionist 
    Kildeer Countryside Consolidated School District, Buffalo Grove, IL 
 
2015-2016  Literacy Specialist/Interventionist 
    Eagle Mountain-Saginaw Independent School District, Eagle Mountain, TX 
 
2015   Adjunct Instructor 
    Department of Reading 
    College of Professional Education 
    Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX 
 
2013-2015  Graduate Assistant 
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    Department of Reading and Reading Recovery 
    College of Professional Education 
    Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX 
 
2012-2013  Graduate Assistant 
    College of Education 
    Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX 
 
2007-2011  First Grade Classroom Teacher 
    Aledo Independent School District, Aledo, TX 
 
2002-2005  First Grade Classroom Teacher 
    Keller Independent School District, Keller, TX 
 
 
TEACHING/CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
Undergraduate Academic Courses Taught (Instructor of Record) 
 Texas Woman’s University 
   Reading Comprehension across the Content Areas: EC-6 (READ 4493) Spring 2015 
 
Undergraduate Academic Guest Lecturer 
 Texas Woman’s University 
   Literacy Assessments and Instruction: EC-6 (READ 4453) 
    Running Records for the Beginning Teacher 
   First-Year Experience (UNIV1231) 
    Reading Strategies for Content Area Literacy 
 
 Texas Christian University 
   Education in Elementary Curriculum: Reading (EDUC 30223) 
    Running records for the Beginning Teacher 
    How to be a Critical Consumer of Products Supporting Literacy Instruction 
 
Curriculum Development 
 Texas Christian University 
  Dyslexia Modules for Undergraduates (Online Curriculum) 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Refereed Journals  
Griffith, R., Bauml, M., & Barksdale, B. (2015). How context and teacher knowledge influence 

in-the-moment teaching decisions in reading. Journal of Research in Childhood Education, 
29(4), 444-457. 

 
 
Other Publications  
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Texas Woman’s University. (2016). Scaling up what works: The five year impact of the i3 grant. 
Denton, TX: Texas Woman’s University Reading Recovery University Training Center: 
Anderson, N., Briggs, C., Elias, A. T., Kaye, E., Simpson, A., Bynum, L., Barksdale, B. A., 
Kanwar, K., & Robertson-Powell, I. 
 

Works in Progress  
Barksdale, B. A. Literacy specialists: Understanding adaptive teaching in elementary 

intervention settings. Data analyzed; Manuscript in progress. 
Barksdale, B. A. Adaptive teaching moves to push student thinking. Data analyzed; Manuscript in 

progress. 
Barksdale, B. A. Job embedded professional development: Ways to increase capacity in your 

literacy specialists. Data analyzed; Manuscript outlined. 
Barksdale, B. A. Ways to be a successful graduate student. Manuscript outlined. 
Barksdale, B. A. Instructional aides supporting literacy: One literacy specialist’s journey of 

support and creating capacity. Idea stage. 
 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
National 
Barksdale, B. A. (accepted, Dec., 2018). Literacy specialists: Understanding adaptive teaching 

in elementary intervention settings. Paper to be presented at the meeting of Literacy Research 
Association (LRA), Indian Wells, CA. 

 
State 
Barksdale, B. A., & Gruenwald, J. (accepted, Oct., 2018). Reading and writing connections for 

struggling readers. To be presented at the 2018 annual conference of the Illinois Reading 
Council (IRC), Peoria, Illinois 

Barksdale, B. A., & Gruenwald, J. (accepted, Nov., 2018). Reciprocity: Strategies for working 
with struggling readers. To be presented at the 2018 annual Raising Student Achievement 
Conference of the Illinois Association of Regional Superintendents of Schools (IARSS), St. 
Charles, Illinois 

 
Local 
Barksdale, B. A. (2016, November). Constructing meaning during reading: Strategic processing 

for young readers. Presented at the annual conference of Texas Woman’s University Billie J. 
Askew Reading Recovery and K-6 Literacy Institute, Hurst, Texas 

Kerbs, M., & Barksdale, B. A. (2016, November). Struggling readers: Reading and writing 
connections. Presented at the annual conference of Texas Woman’s University Billie J. 
Askew Reading Recovery and K-6 Literacy Institute, Hurst, Texas. 

Barksdale, B. A. (2016, February). Struggling readers: First steps. Presented at the annual forum 
of Texas Woman’s University Rose F. Spicola Forum in Reading, Denton, Texas 

Kerbs, M., & Barksdale, B. A. (2015, November). The power of writing with struggling readers. 
Presented at the annual conference of Texas Woman’s University Billie J. Askew Reading 
Recovery and K-6 Literacy Institute, Dallas, Texas 
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Barksdale, B. A. (2014, November). Primary students can monitor comprehension too! (In-
service teacher focus) Presented at the annual conference of Texas Woman’s University Billie 
J. Askew Reading Recovery and K-6 Literacy Institute, Dallas, Texas 

Barksdale, B. A. (2014, September). Primary students can monitor comprehension too! (Pre-
service teacher focus) Presented at the annual conference of Texas Association for 
Institutional Research, Denton, Texas 

Barksdale, B. A. (2014, March). Primary students can monitor comprehension too! (Pre-service 
teacher focus) Presented at the annual forum of Texas Woman’s University Rose F. Spicola 
Forum in Reading, Denton, Texas 

Barksdale, B. A. (2013, November). Analyzing running records for effective instructional 
decisions. Presented at the annual conference of Texas Woman’s University Billie J. Askew 
Reading Recovery and K-6 Literacy Institute, Dallas, Texas 

 
District Level Professional Development 
Barksdale, B. A., & Gruenwald, J. (invited, October, 2018). Reciprocity: Strategies for working 

with struggling readers. To be presented at Kildeer Countryside School District Professional 
Development Day, Kildeer, Illinois. 

Barksdale, B. A. (invited, 2018, July). Who’s doing the work? Online book study. Conducted 
online for Kildeer Countryside School District Professional Development Summer Program. 

Barksdale, B. A. (invited, 2017, July). Who’s doing the work? Online book study. Conducted 
online for Kildeer Countryside School District Professional Development Summer Program. 

Peacock, J., & Barksdale, B. A. (invited, 2016, January). Your secret weapon: Wait time. 
Presented at Eagle Mountain-Saginaw Independent School District Professional Development 
Day, Saginaw, Texas 

Sarchet, N., Fletcher, M., Barksdale, B. A., & Peacock, J. (invited, 2015, October). Backwards 
design planning. Presented at Eagle Mountain-Saginaw Independent School District 
Professional Development Day, Saginaw, Texas 

Barksdale, B. A. (invited, 2015, August). Guided reading and beyond. Presented at Coppell 
Independent School district Summer Reading Institute, Coppell, Texas 

 
 
SERVICE 
Service to the Profession 
 Literacy Research Association 

 Conference Proposal Reviewer (2017-2018) 
 Texas Woman’s University 

 Co-Chair, Rose F. Spicola Forum in Reading Planning Committee (2015)  
 President, Alpha Upson Alpha (Local ILA chapter) (2014-2016) 
 Member, Billie J. Askew Reading Recovery and K-6 Literacy Institute Planning 

Committee (2013-2016) 
 Member, Rose F. Spicola Forum in Reading Planning Committee (2014-2016) 
 Member, Alpha Upson Alpha (Local ILA chapter) (2013-2016) 

 Eagle Mountain-Saginaw Independent School District 
 Tutor, Willow Creek Elementary K-1 (2015) 
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Service to the Community 
 Fort Worth Child Study Center Foundation 

 Co-Chair, Party on the Patio (2014-2015) 
 Member, Party on the Patio Planning Committee (2013-2016) 
 Member, Puzzle Scuttle Planning Committee (2013-2015) 

 
 Trinity Valley School 

 Member, Annual Giving Campaign (2011-2016) 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
 Texas Woman’s University 

 Outstanding Doctoral Student Service Award (2016) 
 Who’s Who Among Student in American Universities and Colleges (2015) 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

Illinois Reading Council (IRC) 
International Literacy Association (ILA) 
Literacy Research Association (LRA) 
National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 
National Society of Leadership and Success, Sigma Alpha Pi 
Texas Association for Literacy Education (TALE) 


